2021 Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program
Preliminary Comments

BLM - Arcata Field Office


Comments submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation (Department) Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Division to individual Grant Applicants should in no way be construed as a guarantee of successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grants process or a commitment of funding. Additionally, the lack of comments by the OHMVR Division to any specific Applicant does not ensure successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grant process or a commitment of funding.

All final Applications will be reviewed by the OHMVR Division. The OHMVR Division may, at its sole discretion, decrease the requested amount and eliminate activities pursuant with regulation Section 4970.07.2 (f)(1-5) and for law enforcement Projects, regulation Section 4970.15.3(b)(1-5).

Failure by Applicant to respond to any OHMVR Division comment of their preliminary Application may be cause for eliminating that item from the Applicant’s Application.

If multiple proposed Projects are requesting funding for the same deliverable, and multiple projects are successful, only one project will receive funding for the deliverable.

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for snow and/or winter activities. Applicants must ensure the activities and/or Equipment/Heavy Equipment requested are not and/or cannot be funded by the Department’s Winter Program (commonly referred to as the Snow Grooming Program).

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for the maintenance of roads and/or trails, note that only roads and/or trails that allow “green sticker” Off-Highway Vehicles are allowed to receive Grant funding.

Applicants are reminded that no Grant funds and/or match can be expended or Project activities conducted in any land owned or managed by the Department except as allowed in the Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program regulations section 4970.09 (b)(10).

General Evaluation Criteria


· #1a – Applicant may not use dates in the future.
· #1a – 1c – Dates are inconsistent.
· #2 – 5 – Applicant must verify responses by final submission.
· #4 – Applicant must provide names and dates of reference documents.
· #7b – Applicant must further clarify the “frequency” of patrols taking into consideration that volunteers are not eligible "patrol personnel", as they cannot issue citations.
· #8b – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant must explain if their management information systems are managed by “qualified environmental staff”.
· #10 – Applicant must further clarify the frequency of sound testing to support the selection.
· #11a – Narrative does not support that free literature provides information describing safe and responsible OHV recreational practices. Applicant must further explain selection.
· #11b – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant must identify the specific Applicant initiated educational events provided to the public (vs. an event put on by another organization on Applicant’s lands). Points for ATV ASI and/or Motorcycle Safety Foundation is provided in question #11d.
· #11d – Narrative does not support the selection. Land manager must provide the training.
· #13 – Applicant must verify selections are Applicant’s efforts.

Ground Operations, G21-01-02-G01


Project Description - Background

· No comment.

Project Description – Project Description

· No comment. 

Project Description – List of Project Deliverables

· No comment.

Project Description – All Others

· No comment.

Project Cost Estimate

· Staff #5 “Facilities Operations Specialist” – Costs significantly increased compared to prior year’s Application. Applicant must provide additional details to justify the costs.  
· Staff #6 “Maintenance Worker” – Costs significantly increased compared to prior year’s Application. Applicant must provide additional details to justify the costs.  
· Staff #7 “Park Ranger” – Costs significantly increased compared to prior year’s Application. Applicant must provide additional details to justify the costs.

Evaluation Criteria

· #2 – Narrative does not support the selections “Negative impacts to cultural sites”, “Damage to special-status species…” and “Potential trespass”. Applicant must provide additional details and/or examples for how “failure to complete the Project will result in…” for each unsupported selection, not how the completing the project will protect.
· #3 – Narrative does not support the selections of “Maintaining trails that provide for multiuse” and “Providing varied levels of riding difficulty”. Applicant must provide examples of the activities performed as part of the Project to support these selections.
· #4 – Narrative does not support the selections. It appears that the public notification was for the Public comment period, not for a meeting to develop the Application. Additionally, Applicant must state how the public was notified of this public meeting, state who hosted the stakeholder meeting, and how the stakeholders are stakeholders to the Project. 
· #6 – Narrative does not support the selection of “Providing an alternative to wet crossings” and Re-routing trails to divert away…”. Applicant must provide additional information of how it is accomplished. Additionally, the Applicant did not select that the Project will complete a re-route therefore the selection is not eligible.  
· #7 – Project Description and/or Project Cost Estimate sections do not support the selection “Paper used for trail maps…” are made with recycled materials.

Restoration, G21-01-02-R01


Project Description - Background

· No comment.

Project Description – Project Description

· No comment.

Project Description – List of Project Deliverables

· #1 – Applicant lists “Maintain dilapidated Native Plant Enclosure Fencing”. Applicant must provide additional details as to what this entails. 
· #4 – Applicant must provide more information on the placement of boulders and cable fencing around campgrounds. How are these Restoration in nature? 
· #8 – “Contract Administration” – Contract Administration is an Indirect Cost and should not be listed as a Project deliverable. 

Project Description – All Others

“Describe how the proposed Project relates to OHV Recreation and how OHV Recreation caused the damage - 4970.11(f)(1)(C)”

· Application does not demonstrate OHV is responsible for causing the invasive species. Applicant must provide more information clarifying how OHVs are responsible for spreading the invasive species. As currently written it only states potential for entering area and spreading of invasive species.

Project Cost Estimate

· Staff # 1 & 2 – The Botanist and Outdoor Recreational Planner appear to both be Managing the CCC crews.   Applicant must identify who is the front-line supervisor.
· Contracts # 1 “California Conservation Corps” – Applicant must clarify how the contact amount and duration was determined.
· Materials/Supplies #1 “Boulders” – Applicant must provide how the costs for the boulders were determined.
· Materials/Supplies #3 “Gate” – Applicant must provide a further breakdown of this line item to identify how the cost was determined.
· Materials/Supplies # 4 “Signs” – Compared to like Projects costs for stickers and signs appear excessive. Applicant must provide how costs were determined. 

Evaluation Criteria

· #2 – Applicant must identify the number of threatened and endangered species rather than the names. Additionally, the narrative does not support the selections. Applicant must provide a further detailed explanation about the severity of impacts if the Project is not funded. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]#4 – Narrative does not support the selections of “Educational Signage” or “Identification of alternate OHV routes”. Applicant must provide additional details on these items to receive credit for the selections.
· #8 – It is unclear what “Labor funds...” are and how they are considered a partner. Far West Motorcycle Club do not appear to be a partner as its stated “…will be…”
· #11 – Project description does not support the selection. Project description supports 1 – 10 acres selection. Applicant must revise selection.
· #12 – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant must provide additional information supporting the damage was caused by current legal or illegal OHV Recreation. 

Law Enforcement, G21-01-02-L01


Needs Assessment

· #3 – Applicant is reminded that activities such as privately sponsored OHV events are not eligible for funding. Applicant must confirm events are open to the public. 

Project Certification

· #3 – Applicant must clarify need for dispatch hours in Project Cost Estimate since Application states “BLM cooperates with California Highway Patrol for dispatching...”.

Project Cost Estimate

· Staff #2 “Law Enforcement” – Applicant must provide OHV duty descriptors showing how duties relate to OHV patrol.  
· Contracts “Dispatch Services” – Applicant must clarify dispatcher duties and how they relate to OHV patrol. Contract rate of $30,000 listed in the note section is different from what is listed in Project Cost Estimate. Applicant must provide additional clarification for the discrepancy.
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